October 10, 2000

better go; better get ready. That fel-
low, the smiles, was the real Matt Dil-
lon of McDowell County—Matt Dillon.
And he was a court bailiff, criminal in-
vestigator for the prosecuting attor-
ney, and justice of the peace.

In 1968, Tinker was elected county
clerk, and he has held all the offices at
the county level. That is where govern-
ment starts, you know, at the county
level. And he was overwhelmingly re-
elected in 1974, with 89 percent of the
vote; 89 percent of the votes in a coun-
ty that never, ever heard of a political
machine.

Well, I better take that back, the
part about a political machine; If there
ever was a political machine, that was
it, in McDowell County.

Well, anyhow, Tinker didn’t need any
machine. He had the votes—89 percent
of the vote while running on the slo-
gan, ‘“The man to give the office back
to the people.” How about that for a
slogan? If I had my political career to
start over again, that is the slogan I
would use, ‘“The man to give the office
back to the people.”

It was in 1979, after serving 4 years of
a 6-year term as county clerk, I re-
ceived a telephone call. I will never for-
get that call. It came from Tinker.
Over the phone, Tinker related to me a
conversation that he had just had with
Elnora. Elnora, as I recall it, had told
Tinker that she was coming to Wash-
ington to visit their daughters and
their grandchildren.

“Fine,” said Tinker. ‘“When will you
be coming back?”

“I’'m not,” was the answer. “I'm
not.” She went on to say, ‘I miss the
girls and the grandchildren and I'm
going to Washington to stay.”

Well, Tinker and I both knew that
she meant business. And so I said to
Tinker, ‘“Well, you just come on up to
Washington with Elnora, and we’ll find
work in my office somewhere for you.”

That conversation took place during
the first week of July, 1979. And on
July 9, 1979, the Senate employed Tin-
ker St. Clair as the newest member of
our Senate family, and he has been a
member of the Senate family ever
since.

During his career, Tinker has played
an important role in escorting leaders
of this Nation throughout southern
West Virginia. Nobody can escort one
through southern West Virginia quite
like Tinker. He walked with President
Truman through the coal fields. He
stood with candidate John F. Kennedy
and campaigned with him in the hills
and the hollows of West Virginia. And
one time back home, he greeted a heli-
copter that was landing and he wel-
comed its passenger, Lyndon Baines
Johnson. He was with another Ken-
nedy—Bobby Kennedy—in 1968.

He traveled with another West Vir-
ginian, many times, day and night:
ROBERT C. BYRD. He traveled with JAY
ROCKEFELLER. And JAY can tell of trips
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to Welch where he was greeted by the
dapper and dedicated Tinker. And the
late Senator Jennings Randolph often
found at Elnora’s supper table some
fine pastries and goodies. And so was
NICK RAHALL there, from time to time,
in Tinker’s house.

Many a campaign strategy was
cooked up at Elnora’s supper table.
Tinker and Elnora, in fact, serve as
proof that anyone with the determina-
tion and the desire to make a dif-
ference in this Nation can play a valu-
able role in the political arena.

It was on April 24, 1996, that Tinker
lost his beloved Elnora. I was con-
cerned for my friend. The sudden loss
of his dear wife had to have been quite
a blow. Yet Tinker handled that dif-
ficult personal tragedy with tremen-
dous inner strength that is so indic-
ative of people who have come up the
hard way in West Virginia’s coal min-
ing communities.

So now it has come to pass, Mr.
President, that Tinker St. Clair will be
retiring, and I am glad for him that he
will be able to spend more time with
his daughters, Patty and Linda; and
with his grandchildren, Kimberly and
Eddie and Mack; and with his two
great-grandsons, Nicholas and Jack.

But I must admit, it does sadden me
to think of our daily labors in this
Chamber without Tinker; He has given
so much. We will all miss Tinker’s
ready smile, his warm handshake, his
full head of white hair, and his warm
and reassuring presence in the Senate
Chamber.

He won’t be leaving for a while yet,
but the day will come when Tinker will
walk out of the door for his last time.
So I say goodbye to my fellow West
Virginian, and my dear friend, with
these words of verse:

WORD TO THE LIVING

It isn’t enough that we say in our hearts

That we like a man for his ways;

And it isn’t enough that we fill our minds

With psalms of silent praise;

Nor is it enough that we honor a man

As our confidence upward mounts;

It’s going right up to the man himself

And telling him so that counts.

Then when a man does a deed that you really
admire,

Don’t leave a kind word unsaid,

For fear to do so might make him vain

Or cause him to lose his head;

But reach out your hand and tell him, ‘“Well
done’’,

And see how his gratitude swells;

It isn’t the flowers we strew on the grave,

It’s the word to the living that tells.

I will say this to Tinker. I hope to
serve 6 years more after this year in
this Senate, but the sight of him back
there on that bench will never fade
from my view. I will always see him
there. I will always see him returning
my gaze and always with a smile. We
will never, never forget him because he
is the true symbol of service. And as
the old saying goes: Service with a
smile. Thank you.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The dis-
tinguished Senator from Minnesota is
recognized.

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I
consider myself very lucky to be on the
floor right now. I thank Senator BYRD
for his words. I cannot even come close
to matching what my colleague from
West Virginia said. I have not known
Tinker a whole lifetime, but I will say
this: What I know about Tinker today
and every day, I say to Senator BYRD,
is that he is the kind of person who,
when we debate, when we come out on
the floor to speak, and sometimes we
do not necessarily get the votes we
want—that happens sometimes; with
me, more than sometimes—Tinker is
the person who is always there to give
encouragement, always there to say:
You keep speaking out for what you
believe; you keep at it; everything will
be all right.

I appreciate Tinker’s wisdom. I ap-
preciate his help. I appreciate his com-
mitment to service. I appreciate his
commitment to West Virginia. Most
important of all, I appreciate his patri-
otism, because to me he is a true pa-
triot. A patriot is someone who takes a
part of their life and gives it to their
country, and he has done that. So I am
honored to be on the floor at this time.

—————

RELATIVE TO THE DEATH OF REP-
RESENTATIVE BRUCE F. VENTO
OF MINNESOTA

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, be-
fore I leave today, I will finish with
some words about another man, a
former colleague of the Presiding Offi-
cer, Congressman VENTO.

I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of Senate Resolution 369 re-
lating to the death of Congressman
BRUCE VENTO.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 369) relative to the
death of Representative BRUCE F. VENTO, of
Minnesota.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, the
resolution goes on to read:

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with
profound sorrow and deep regret the an-
nouncement of the death of the Honorable
Bruce F. Vento, late a Representative from
the State of Minnesota.

Resolved, That the Secretary communicate
these resolutions to the House of Represent-
atives and transmit an enrolled copy thereof
to the family of the deceased.

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns or
recesses today, it stand adjourned or re-
cessed as a further mark of respect to the
memory of the deceased Representative.

This is in behalf of the majority lead-
er, Senator LOTT, Senator DASCHLE,
myself, and Senator GRAMS. I also add
Senators DURBIN and FEINGOLD.
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Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to
and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

Mr. WELLSTONE. I thank the Chair,
and I thank my colleague, Senator
BYRD.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I thank
the distinguished Senator from Min-
nesota.

369) was

——————

EULOGY FOR MURRAY ZWEBEN

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, the Senate
has lost an honored and esteemed
friend. I rise to pay tribute to Murray
Zweben, former Senate Parliamen-
tarian, Senate Parliamentarian Emer-
itus, who passed away on a Sunday re-
cently.

A few years before his own death,
Thomas Jefferson wrote in a letter to
John Adams:

It is of some comfort to us both that the
term is not very distant at which we are to
deposit in the same cerement our sSorrows
and suffering bodies, and to ascend in es-
sence to an ecstatic meeting with the friends
we have loved and lost, and whom we shall
still love and never lose again.

As we reflect upon and mourn the
passing of Murray Zweben, these words
remind us that death is but a tem-
porary separation between this life and
the next life. While we regret the loss
of dear friends, and especially one who
so ably served this body for many
years, we can contemplate with assur-
ance that there is the promise that we
can be reunited.

A Parliamentarian emeritus of the
Senate, Murray Zweben served this
body as Assistant Senate Parliamen-
tarian from 1963 to 1975. He served as
the Senate Parliamentarian from 1975
until 1981, a position he held when I be-
came majority leader. Murray Zweben
first came to the Parliamentarian’s of-
fice as Secretary to Parliamentarian
Charles L. Watkins. He served 3 years
as communications officer in the Com-
munications Office of the Chief of
Naval Operations following his gradua-
tion from naval officer candidate
school in September 1953.

While serving as Secretary to the
Parliamentarian, Murray Zweben at-
tended the George Washington Univer-
sity Law School and achieved the
honor of being on the Law Review
there.

After clerking for Judge Laramore of
the U.S. Court of Claims, and prac-
ticing law, he was called again to the
Senate to fill the newly created posi-
tion of Second Assistant Parliamen-
tarian in January 1963. He was pro-
moted to Assistant Parliamentarian in
December 1964 where he served for 10
years under the tutelage of Dr. Floyd
Riddick.
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In 1974, Mr. Zweben was appointed
Parliamentarian of the Senate, and he
served in that post with distinction. He
served as Parliamentarian during some
turbulent years in the Senate. In his
first year, Nelson Rockefeller, then
Vice President of the United States
and President of the Senate, relied
heavily upon the advice of the Parlia-
mentarian as he presided over the fight
to amend the rules of the Senate.

Also during Mr. Zweben’s first year
as Parliamentarian, the Senate was
faced with the unprecedented debate
over the rightful claim to a Senate seat
from New Hampshire, which required
great skill to resolve.

The Senate saw other battles during
Murray Zweben’s tenure as Parliamen-
tarian. Through all of those encoun-
ters, Mr. Zweben was fair, impartial,
and judicious in the conduct of his du-
ties. His unfailing good humor, even
under stressful circumstances, will be
remembered by all who knew him.
Murray was unflappable in a post
where a cool head is essential.

He was a shining example of public
service. Although public service in gen-
eral and public service careers in Wash-
ington have in some quarters fallen out
of favor, I believe Murray Zweben’s
work represents a compelling case
against the cynicism about the many
fine people who serve in the Senate in
various capacities. Their names are
never in the papers, they experience
few public kudos, and yet they work as
many long hours—probably more so—
than we Members do. They are dedi-
cated, capable, patriotic individuals
who represent the best that America
produces from all over this Nation.
Murray Zweben served this institution
and his country well. His love of the in-
stitution, and his zest for politics, and
for life made him a pleasure to know.

My thoughts and prayers are with
Murray’s family. When we lose friends
and loved ones, we may lose the mortal
companion, but this is but a tem-
porary—but a temporary—one.

For as the rolling seasons bring

The hour of fate to those we love,

Each pearl that leaves the broken string
Is set in Friendship’s crown above.

As narrower grows the earthly chain,
The circle widens in the sky;

These are our treasures that remain,
But those are stars that beam on high.

Those words were penned by Oliver
Wendell Holmes, Sr.

—————

TRIBUTE TO FRANK R.
LAUTENBERG

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, as the
106th Congress winds to a close, I want
to take just a moment, as it were, to
say farewell and to pay tribute to my
friend and colleague, Senator FRANK
LAUTENBERG, who, after serving three
terms, will be retiring from the United
States Senate. He has dutifully served
the people of New Jersey, and served
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them well, for 18 years, and he has
often been outspoken about the value
of government and its ability to im-
prove people’s lives.

This belief stems from personal expe-
rience. As the son of immigrants who
fled poverty and religious persecution,
he raised himself from poverty to be-
come a world leader in computer serv-
ices. FRANK did well. He well under-
stood the words of Thomas H. Huxley,
who said, ‘“The rung of a ladder was
never meant to rest upon, but only to
hold a man’s foot long enough to en-
able him to put the other somewhat
higher.” Senator FRANK LAUTENBERG
has never rested, and I am sure that,
for him, retirement from the Senate
simply means that he is moving on to
the next rung on his life’s ladder.

FRANK LAUTENBERG was born in
Paterson, NJ, on January 23, 1924, and
during his childhood moved about a
dozen times with his parents in their
pursuit of work in New Jersey. After
graduating high school, FRANK enlisted
and served in the Army Signal Corps in
Europe during World War II. Benefit-
ting from the GI bill following the war,
he attended the Columbia University
School of Business, where he earned an
economics degree in 1949. In 1952 he co-
founded a company called Automatic
Data Processing and, by 1982, when he
was elected to the U.S. Senate, his
company employed 16,000 people. Think
of that. His company employed more
people than today work in the coal
mines of West Virginia. And it was a
company that processed the payroll for
one of every 14 non-Government work-
ers in the entire country. It had be-
come one of the largest computing
services companies in the world.

Because of his working-class roots
and the values instilled in him by his
parents, Senator LAUTENBERG came to
realize that America really was the
land of opportunity. America had pro-
vided him with many opportunities,
and Senator LAUTENBERG decided that
it was time to give something back to
this wonderful country. He therefore
launched his career in public service,
and during his tenure of three terms,
FRANK LAUTENBERG has fought hard to
protect the health, safety, and security
of American families.

Senator LAUTENBERG has an appre-
ciation of the Senate and its special
place in our Nation. He has fought to
preserve the prerogatives of the Senate
and of the Congress as a whole. As the
senior member of the Budget Com-
mittee, he actively resisted the so-
called balanced budget amendment to
the Constitution. Senator LAUTENBERG
was also one of a minority of Senators
to oppose the Line Item Veto Act.

As ranking member of the Senate
Budget Committee, Senator LAUTEN-
BERG helped to craft the 1997 balanced
budget agreement that helped to put
our national finances in order. His
work helped to demonstrate that the
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